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I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1964* 


General 

Statistics  Estimated  Itld  Year  Population  6,  63O 

Area  in  Acres  3>  312 

Rateable  Value  £181,092 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £750 

Number  of  inhabited  housc-s  1,  942 

Comparability  Factors  Births  I.I4 

Deaths  0.35 


Vital  Statistics 


Births  The  registered  live  births  totalled  93  (50  male,  43  female)  of 

which  6 were  illegitimate,  giving  a birth  rate  of  14*02  per  1,000 
population.  The  comparable  birth  rate  was  15.9  per  1,000  and  that  for 
England  and  Wales  I6.7.  There  v/ere  four  still  birtns  registered 
during  the  year,  1 male,  3 female. 


Deaths  The  total  deaths  registered  were  184  (80  ma.le,  IO4  female) 

giving  a crude  death  rate  of  27.75  per  1>000  population. 

The  deaths  in  St.  Lawrence's  Hospital  alone  were  119.  The  corrected 
death  rate  for  the  Borough  was  9*7  per  1,000  compared  with  that  for 
England  and  Wales  of  11. 3.  Four  neo-natal  deaths  were  recorded, 

2 male,  2 female. 

The  distribution  of  death  by  causes  of  the  65  deaths  securing 
in  Borough  residents  was  as  follows s- 
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Accident  and  Suicide 
Other  causes 


The  distribution  of  death  by 


0 - -1 
1-10 
11-20 
21-40 
41-60 
61-70 

71-80 
80  + 


Male 

Female 

Total. 

15 

10 

25 

5 

3 

8 

3 

4 

7 

8 

8 

16 

- 

1 

1 



3 

8 

36 

29 

65 

3 was 

as  follows:- 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

2 

2 

4 

• 

2 

2 

13 

6 

19 

7 

/I 

T 

11 

6 

8 

14 

8 

7 

15 

36 

29 

65 

-2- 


Ho  spit  1,1 
Service 


Laboratory 

Services 


Local 

Health 

Authority 

Services 


11,  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


The  Hospital  facilities  have  not  changed  during  the  past  year 
but  plans  for  the  future  have  a,ltered  considerably.  The  proposed 
development  of  a comprehonsivo  Out-Patient  department  at  St. 
Lawrence's  Hospital  ha,s  now  been  deferred  for  several  years.  The 
possibility  of  improving  the  Out-patient  facilities  and  X-Ray 
department  at  the  Ha.st  Cornwall  Hospital  is  now  being  considered  and 
should  these  be  implemented  it  scorns  doubtful  if  the  St.  Lasrence 
proposal  will  ever  take  place.  St.  LawTrence's  Hospital,  having 
disposed  of  its  inadequate  ancillary  services  must  nov;  make  some 
effort  to  have  them  renev^ed.  The  future  of  the  East  Cornwall 
Hospital  in  its  present  role  seems  to  be  assured  for  some  years  to 
cone. 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  has  now  esta.blished 
an  independent  laboratory  in  Truro  under  the  direction  of  Dr,  Harrow. 
All  public  health  samples  requiring  bacte. 'iological  examination 
are  referred  to  him. 


1.  AMBULAITCE 


Transport  to  hospital  is  provided  through  the  Main  Ambulance 
Statioii  situated  in  the  Tovm,  All  vehicles  are  radio-controlled 
from  the  station  and  the  scrviqe  y/as  considered  to  be  adequate 
during  the  year. 


2.  MOTHER  AHD  CHILD  CARE 


The  supervisicn. of  domiciliary 

confinements  is  conducted  by  family  doctors  and  the  County  Council 
Midv/ives.  Forty  six  home  confinements  were  attended  diaring  the 
yean  i.e.  approximately  h?Jf  the  niomber  of  registered  births. 

The  proportion  is  likely  to  be  considerably  less  in  future, 
following  the  opening  of  the  St.  Austell  Ma,ternity  unit. 
i.Iothercraft  clanses  continue  to  be  held  in  H.arisra  Hall  by  a full 
time  health  visitor,  a,lso  responsible  for  supervising  the  care  of 
children  up  to  5 yoo-rs  of  age  in  their  own  homes. 


The  Infant  , elfa.ro  Centre  held  twice  en.ch  month  provides  an 
immuniscation  and  advisory  service.  Attempts  were  made  to  establish 
a system  of  routine  examination  of  infants  and  young  children,  but  this 
did  not  appear  to  be  acceptable.  The  a,verage  attend.ance  during 
1964  vfas  35 » The  facilities  available  for  tnis  type  of  work 
in  Narisa  Hqll  are  good,  and  will  be  enhanced  by  the  new  Dental 
Centre  nearing  completion. 


3 DISTRICT  mJRSIHG. 


Two  full  time  district  nurse/midwives  with  part  time 
assistance  were  employed  during  1964* 


4 VACCINATION  AIID  ILEvIUHISATION 


Protective  inoculations  are  available  through  the  family 
doctors,  or  the  Infn,nt  Welfare  Centre.  Reinforcing  doses  are  calso 
given  during  School  ModiCcal  Examinations,  as  are  protective 
inocula.tions  p„gainst  tuberculosis  (B.C.G.)  The  proportions  of 
children  born  in  I963  v/ho  had  completed  courses  of  immunisation 
were;- 
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Diphtheria,  V/hoopin^  Cou^jh,  oiTetanue  6890 
Smallpox  25^ 
Poliomyelitis  68^ 


8.  HOIvE  HELP  SERVICE 

One  Part-Time  .and  4 8pare  Time  helps  wore  omplcyed  under  the 
supervision  of  a Home  Help  Org.aniser.  During  the  year  17 
faioilies  were  assisted,  the  majority  of  whom  were  infirm  elderly 
persons,  receiving  continuous  helpo 

6.  ACCOM!JQDAT ION . 

The  c ..nstruction  of  a 48  ^^^d  iinit  for  the  elderly  w?.s 
commonced  during  the  year  in  the  Priory  Grounds.  It  is  hoped  tha.t  the 
accommodation  will  be  available  early  in  I966,  .and  should  go  c.  long  way 
to  alleviate  the  periods  of  v/aiting  which  nov;  '^xist.  The  Unit  is 
intended  to  house  "fit"  elderly  persons  who  are  no  longer  able  to 
look  after  themselves  adequately. 


7.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  S.jRVICE 

The  physical  state  of  children  in  the  Borough's  schools  continued 
to  be  good  and  the  state  of  the  premises  did  not  change  appreciably 
cither.  The  Primary  a.nd  Granracr  Schools  are  grossly  cut  of  date. 
School  meals  and  milk  were  adequately  provided,  although  the  need  fjr 
the  latter  is  qucstiena.,ble . It  is  interesting  to  note  that  wo  spend 
more  on  the  provision  ..f  milk  per  hea.d  than  on  books  and  other 
expenda.blc  material  in  the  priimary  scliools  per  year.  Attempts  to 
raise  funds  for  additional  schoo  amenities  are  still  ma,de  through 
"tuck-shops"  a,t  the  expense  of  good  denta,!  care. 


Ill . SMITilRY  C I RCIMST  MCES . 


Water  Supplies  The  Town's  ma,jor  source  of  supply  is  taken  from  open  ga.thering 

grounds  in  St.  Brev/ard,  v/ith  a supplementary  supply  from  the  De  Lcank 
mains  from  Hansteillon.  The  system,  which  was  considered  grossly 
ina.dequatG  in  1950  is  still  in  use.  It  ho,s  not  a.ltcred  materially 
oven  after  two  changes  of  ovmcrship.  \/at^..r  is  collected  from 
questionable  sources  and  chlcrin.atod  both  at  the  point  of  origin 
and  at  the  open  reservoir  in  the  town,  the  capacity  of  v/hich  is 
approximately  I6  houns  supply.  It  receives  no  other  treatment 
Complaints  of  discolor  .ticn  are  frequent  since  the  supply  is' 
unfiltered.  It  has  a Ph  01  5*5  o,nd  is  plunbo  solvent,  though 
lead  pipes  are  no  longer  used  in  services.  A recent  chemical 
analysis  shows  the  water  to  be  very  low  in  fluoride  content. 

The  supplying  Authority  is  the  North  Cornv;all  v7ater  Board,  v/ho 
intend  to  improve  the  supply  by  building  a.  1,000,000  gallon  reservoir 
outside  the  t'^wn  at  a higher  level  thrai  the  existing  one.  The 
capacity  will  be  3 - 4 days  supply.  Extensions  t:'.  the  De  Lank  v;orks 
ar^  planned  to  provide  a further  million  gallons  of  fully  treated 
water,  most  of  which  I hope  will  find  its  way  into  the  nev/  reservoir, 
so  that  .the  present  source  nay  be  discontinued.  This  would  have  the 
added  advantage  that  fluoridation  cf  the  De  Lank  supply,  which  I fool 
sure  is  inevitable,  ■.;ould  benefit  the  tovm,  also. 
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\/ork  \7ill  shortly  be£;in  on  the  mains  extension  to  Kirland  v/hich 
at  present  has  a nest  unsatisfactory  supply. 


Forty  samples  of  water  were  subiaitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year.  The  results  were  as  follows s- 


Satisfactory 

Uns  atisfe.ctory , 

Mains  samples 

21 

21 

- 

Springs 

10 

6 

4 

'.Veils 

9 

8 

1 

Seworage  & 

Sevfago  Disposal.  The  Scarletts  Well  Sevmge  works  are  nov;  well  advanced  in  the 

constructional  Wv.rk  and  the  first  phase  of  this  should  be  completed  in 
April,  ..'hen  -all  sev:a,ge  will  be  passing  through  the  v/orks . Completion 
of  the  scheme  should  be  in  September.  The  scheme  for  the  sopara.tion 
of  storm  water  has  been  prepared  by  the  Council's  consulting  engineers 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £46,000  and  v/ill  shortly  be  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  a,pproval. 


Refuse  Collection  Exploration  of  po'-sable  new  sites  for  a refuse  tip  are  still  in 
ha.nd|  it  has  been  suggested  that  a site  adjacent  to  the  Scarletts 
Well  Sev/cage  '.vorks  would  bo  suitable  and  the  necessary  planrdng 
permission  etc.  are  in  hand.  No  problems  arose  during  the  year, 
and  only  a fe\i  minor  comp  hints  \7ere  received  in  regard  to  non 
collection  of  bins,  ^vexy  house  has  a onoc  weekly  collection, 
gcnei-al  business  premises  two  collections  and  food  premises  threc- 
collections.  This  is  achieved  with  1 lorry  driver  and  3 collectors 
although  the  rapid  expansion  of  tte  town  v/ill  soon  necessitate  some 
augmentation  of  means  of  collection. 


Rodent 

Control. 


Car-av.an 

Sites 


There  ?/as  no  serious  infestation  by  rats  or  mice  recorded 
during  1964»  No  sewers  have  been  baited  during  the  year  in  block 
form,  but  test  baiting  at  scattered  manlicle  points  proved  n.:$gative. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  during  the  year  1,310. 
Infestations 


Rats 

Major 

nil 

Minor 

55 

Mice 

Major 

nil 

Minor 

6 

There  is  one  licenced  site  at  Dunmere,  partly  resident: -"i-l  and 
partly  tourist.  All  facilities  are  provided  and  the  . 

Site  is  v/ell  run. 


There  are  six  site  licences  for  individual  caravans 
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i'ublic  Health  In  August  the  Council  appointed  Mr.  H.H.  Madans , a Public 

Inspection.  Health  Inspector.  He  has  taken  over  the  majority  of  the  Public 

Health  Work  and  in  particular,  inspections  under  the  Office,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

Summary  of  Inspections. 


Public  Health  Acts  380 
Pood  iind  Drug  Acts  126 
Infectious  Diseases  60 
Office,  Shops  & Railw£;,y  Premises 

Acts.  265 
Meat  Inspection  26l 
Other  Inspections  182 


Total  1?274 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  34 
Number  of  informal  notices  complied 

with  14 


Office,  Shops  & Inspection  of  properties  affected  by  this  Act  have  been 

R'-ilway  commenced,  the  swiimary  of  the  action  taken  is  as  follows s- 

i remises  Actj 

1063  ^ ' 


Total  number  of  properties  registered  121 
No.  of  inspections  of  Registered  properties  109 
No.  of  informal  advisory  notices  served  50 


Factories  The  Industrial  expansion  in  the  Borough  has  continued. 

The  Co-c_  orative- WHol-^sale  Distri"!  ution  Depot  is  Cv^r.plete  ' "jid 
^'nquirios  are  in  hand  in  respect  of  other  Ian*  ewne,'.  Ig  tb.o  Council 
for  industrial  development.  The  purchase  of  the  Army  Cam  known  as 
Walker  Lines  is  complete  and  some  of  the  buildings  allocated  for 
light  industrial  use. 

There  are  . 33  premises  registered  as  factories  with  the 
Council.  There  ?/ere  no  outv/orkers  registered.  The  results  of 
inspection  wero  as  follov/s;- 


Premises 


Number 
i on 

j Register 


i 1. 


2. 


3. 


Factories  in  which  Section  1,2,3,4>^  6,  ‘ 
arc  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

ether  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Loca.1  Authority  (Excl. 
outv;orkers'  premises) 


30 


Total 


33 


Nimibor  of 


Inspections  jWritten 
notices 

i — 4 — 


Occupier^: 
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. 1 

JN  umber 

of  c.ases  in  whicn  cieiects  were  louna  j 

-No,  of  cases  ; 

i PARTICULARS 

1 

j 

i (1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  I 

to  H.M. 
In^^^ctor 

By  H.M. 
Inspe(^^yr 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituteli 

( 6 ) j 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

- 

i 

— f 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

" 

- 

i 

I 

Unreasonable  Temperature 
(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j 

lnadequat^gV|ytilation 

- 

- 

i 

i 

PARTICULARS 


(1) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 


(a)  Insufficient 


..I 


relating  to  Out-work) 


Total 


Number  of 

cases  in  which  defects  wore  found 

Number  of 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

ca^es  in  whicl: 

prosecutions 
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instituted, 
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Housing  The  exceptional  rate  of  house  building  duntinued  during  the  year, 

in  which  107  Private  Houses  were  completed  and  37  Council  Houses, 
Thirty  four  Council  Houses  .and  60  Private  Houses  wore  under  constructii. 

The  Council  is  negotiating  for  Tenders  for  37  two  - hedreom 
Bungalows  and  48  garages  at  Midv/ay  Road,  Bodmin,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  Rhind  St.  re-development  scheme  involving  24  Unity  Plats  will 
be  continued  during  the  year. 

The  re-development  of  the  esstern  side  of  Downing  Street  involving 
the  erection  of  16  flats  and  a shop  and  flat  are  now  in  progress. 
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Frjod  & DrUf-s  Act  Eleven  promises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cresjn  and  the 
preparation  of  foods  and  three  distributers  are  registered  under  the 
second  schedule  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 • 

Nine  samples  of  ice-cream  v/cre  taken  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 

The  fcllov/ing  items  of  unsound  food  were  inspected  and 
surrendered  voluntarily s- 


Poultry  Packs 
Canned  Meat 
Fish  Packs 

Canned  Veg.  and  Meats 
Other  prepared  food 
packs 


35  packs 
148  tins 
60  packs 
275  tins 

444  packs 


Sla.ughter  of  The  two  privately  owned  slaughter  houses  and  the  one  at 

animal  s » St . L awrence ' s H spital  continue  to  be  operated  quite  satisfactorily 

and  all  -animals  .,ero  inspected  v/ithin  6 hours  of  slaughter,  the 
majority  at  time  of  sla,ughter.  The  results  of  inspections  were  as 
follows ; - 


Carca,sses  & Offal  Inspected  & Condemned. 


Cattle 

Sheep 
& Lambs 

Pigs 

Calves 

Naamber 

killed 

254 

556 

432 

14 

Number 

inspectv-d 

254 

556 

432 

14 

All  diseases  except 

T.B.  &.  Cysticorcosis 

\7hole  Carcasses  - 1 2 1 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  v:-f  organ 

was  cendenned  26  26  12 


Tuberculosis  only 

Vlnolo  Carcass  _ _ _ 

Part  or  Organ  _ _ _ 

Cysticorcosis  _ _ _ 

Pr^.  valence  & 

Control  of 

Infectious  Diseases  There  were  no  major  outbreaks  of  notifiable  disease 

during  1964*  The  total  notifications  wore  13 j comprising  7 measles, 

4 dysentery  (in  St.  Lawrence's  H^-spital)  1 pulmonary  and  1 non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  A steady  decline  in  the  mornber  of  notified 
cases  of  tuberculosis  li.?,s  occurred  from  48  in  1954  io  21  in  1964*  1 

Ten  c-f  these  are  patients  in  3t.  Lawr..nce's  Hospital. 

On  oho  preventive  side,  protective  inoculati  ns 
continued  to  be  offered  with  a fair  r,-sponso.  There  were  no  deaths 
recorded  from  infectious  disease. 

In  concluding  my  report  I should  like  to  thank  Mr,  vVobb  f r much  information  included,  and 
“ -ffor  my  appreciation  to  the  Coimcil  for  their  continued  support. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHH  REED. 


